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OU and I have {poke a great deal 

for other Folks, Mafter; I hope we 
may be allowd to {peak a little fometimes for our 
felves, efpecially when it appears, that the Intereft 
we plead for, is likewife that of the Publick. 

Obf. 1 belicve no Body wiil be fo unreafonable 
as to deny us that Liberty, Roger ; but take Care 
what you propofe ; for this being the firft Time 
we have mention’d our own Intetfeft, it ought to 
be very apparent and reafonable, 

Cowntry-m. Lagree with you, Mafter ; and make 
no doubt but the Publick will approve what we 
have to fay, when they find that our Propolal is 
for their Intereit, as well as ours. 

_ Obf. Out with it then, Roger, there’s no need of 
long Preambles. , 

Cinutry-m. What I have to fay, Mafter, 1s this: 
There's a Bill before our honourable Patriots the 
Commons, for Encouragement of Learning, and 
fecuring the Property of Copies of Books to the 
rigiitful Owners, who are the Authors, and the 
Bookiellers that purchafe Copies from them. E- 
very one knows, Malter, how much Authors and 
Bookfellers have been abus’d within thefe few Years 
by Pirates, who invade our Property, by printing 
the Copies which coft us a great deal of Time, as 
wellas Money, to buy Authors that we muft con- 
fult. Nor is our Expence of Maintenaace in the 
mean Time inconfiderable, befides what we mutt 
neceflarily lay out on Fire, Candle, Paper, Pens, 
and Ink; fothat I think it very hard, Mafter, that 
We fhould be depriv’d of the Benefit of our Labour 
and Expence by Pirates, who print upon us, and 
pay nothing for Copy~Moncy. I take this to be 
as unjult as robbing on the High-way, or bteaking 
up our Houfes, and carrying off our Goods and 
Provifions, that fhould accommodate and main- 
tain us and our Families ; and as the one isimade a 


Country<#. 


capital Crime, for which the Law allows us Juftice | Up 


upon the Offenders, 1 think it a Difhonour to fo 
well govern’d a Nation, which has prefervd Pro- 
perty ‘the belt of any People in the World, that 
there’s no fuitable Penalty inflicted by Law upon 
the other. 

Obf. You are certainly in the Right,honelt Roger ; 
for this isa Piracy upon the Nation, as well asup- 
on private Men. There’s no Country in the World 
which is at more Expence in Proportion, for main- 
taining Univerfities and publick Schools, in order 
to educate Youth, than we. Such as are maintain- 
ed on the publick Foundations, are juftly call’d the 

ation’s Elemofenaries; fo that Pirates who rob 
them of the Fruits of their Education, ought to be 

‘as Odicus in the Eyes of Man, as thofe who rob 
Hofpitals ; but the Injury reaches farther, and af- 
feéts Pirents who educate their Childrenvat their 
own Expence, to put them in a Condition to 
Maintain themfeives, but are unhappily ditabl’d 
from doing fo by thofe hateful Pirates, who. rob 
them of ‘their Copies, that fhould maintain them- 
felves and their Families, if they have any, It like- 
Wife aficcts the Pookfellers, which is become a 
cfeditatle, as wellas an ufetul Calling, and as ne- 
ceflary to Authors for encouraging and improving 

mung, as Tenafits are to Gentlanen for im- 

Proviens their Lands and Houfes ; for as without 

















Tenants, Houfes and Lands muft lie wafte, with 
out Bookfellers Authors can make little or no ufe 
of their Edtication ; therefore as Gentlemen and 
Landlords are fecur’d in their Eftates, and are o- 
blig’d to fecure their Tenants in the Enjoyment of 
the. Lands and Houfes they Ict, ‘tis every Whit as 
reafonable, that Authors fhould be fecur’d in the 
Property of their Copies, and that the Bookfellers 
to whom they fell them, fhould be fecur’d in their 
Property, according to the Conditions of Sale; for 
Pirates may as well come and take Books out of 
their Shops without paying for them, as print their 
Copies upon them. 

Country-m. 1am of the fame Opinion, Mafter ; 
for when a Bookfeller pays an Author a valuable 
Confideration for his Copy, a Pirate who prints it 
upon hin, not only robs him of all the Copy-Mo- 
ney, but deprives himand his Family of the Pro- 
fit of his Purchafe, difables him not only to pay 
his Author, who, if the Copy be of confiderable 
Value, is generally oblig’d to give the Bookfeiler 
Credit, but alfo to pay the Printer, Stationer, and 
Bookbinder ; 40 that the Mifchief becomes diftu~ 
five, and affects the whole People of the Nation, as 
every Abufe in other Points of Trade does; for 
fince, from the Landlord to the Day-Labourer, we 
are maintaind by dealing with one anotker, and 
every one muft fuffer in fome Proportion by the 
Decay of Trade, which difables People to pay for 
their Lands, Houfes, Cloths, and Provifions, ‘tis 
the fame in this Cafe ; for if Authors and Book- 
fellers be depriv’d of their Property, they can pay) 
for nothing they make Ufe of. The Bookfellers 
Lofs is that of the Author, of the Printer, Book-, 
binder, Stationer, Merchant, and at laft, of the 
Crown, which lofes its Cuftoms by the Importa- 
tion of Paper, and other Neceflaries for Books, as 
every one does their Bread, who have a Dependance 
on one another in that Branch of Commerce. 

. Of. Thefe Things carry their own Evidence a- 
long with them, Roger; therefore I wonder what 
Objection any, one can raife againft fo good a Bill. 

Country-m. Some Gentlemen are poffefs'd with am 
Opinion that ’tis a Monopoly ; and therefore op- 
pofe it, on Pretence that Bookfellers impofe upon 
em in the Prices of Books, delay the reprinting of 
fuch asare ufeful, to inhance the Price, and when 
they do reprint, make ufe of forry Letter and Pa- 
per, for the Sake of unreafonable Gain. 

Obj. The firlt Pait of the Objection, Reger, that 
tis a Monopoly, has nothing in it. They may as 
well call the Purchafe of Lands, Houfes, and Goods 
Monopolies, which to every Man of Senfe-would 
appear ridiculous. For the fecond and third Part 


-of the Objection, relating to the Prices and Delay 


of reprinting ufeful Books, or doing it in bad Let- 
ter and Paper, the Booktellers offer a very fair and 
unexceptionable Expedient, viz. © That a Power 
* may be lodg’d in ecrtain Perfons by the Bill, to 
* fettle the Prices, to hear and determine all Com- 
* plaints about Paper and Print, and to order the 
‘ Proprictor to reprint ufeful Books grown {carce, 
‘ or if they refufe, to fuffer any other torepsint ‘cm 
‘upon reafonable Terms: Which is a very effectu- 
al Way to prevent the monopolizing of Linprefhi- 
ons, and Gentlemens being impos d wpon as ° the 
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td ¢, Paper, or Print. Befides, Reger, theres no- 
shing of a Monopoly defir'd in this Cafe, fince “s 
very Mau is at Liberty to write and print 5 wath e 
{antic Subject, which tends very much to the Iin- 
provement of Learning ; and fince “tis reaionable 









to think, that fie who performs belt, will carry the 
Prize, it obliges Authors to take Care how they 
write, and to handle their Subjects as well as they 
can, We may add farther, Reger, that tis demon- 
ftrable {uch a Bill, efpecially when Perfons are ap- 
pointed to regulate the Prices of Books, will pre- 
vent Gentlemens being impos’d upon that Way, 
{ince Diétionaries, and. the Claflicks for the Ufe of 
the Dauphin, &c. were brought to the loweft Price 
that ever was known under the Protection of an 
Aét, which had more fevere Penalties upon the 
Offenders, than any now defird. — 

Conntry-m. But 1 hear of a Petition, Mafter, in 
the Name of poor Printers, Bookbinders, Cc. a- 
gainit the Bill; which affects fome People with 
Compaffion towards them. 

Obf. They might as well by that Argument, 
Roger, encourage a Petition frem the Poor of every 
Sort, to take other Mens Cattle, Corn, Cloths, or 
Goods without paying for them, on Pretence of 
Difability ; and as every Man would reject fuch a 
Propofal with Abhorrence at firit View, I can fee 
no Reafon why this Petition fhould be treated o- 
therwife. If there be fuch Things as Monopolies 
in any Part of the Bookfelling-Trade, by which 
Authors or the Publick are injur’d, let ‘em be de- 
ftroy’d in God’s Name, but let not Mens Proper- 
ties be invaded by Pirates, who are come to fuch a 
Height of Infolence, that »#f they cannot have from 
the Proprietors what Number of Books they pleafe, 
a Crown in the Pound cheaper than others, do 
impudently tell them they will print upon them ; 
and actually do fo. By which Families are not on- 
ly robb’d of their Subfiftance, and depriv’d of 
what they have lawfully purchasd, but Authors 
abus‘d, their Books curtail’ and mangl’d, their 
Sentiments mifreprefented, and the Publick im- 
pos d upon by fuch Paper and Print, as offends the 
Eye at firft Sight. Befides, Roger, fuch. Printers 
and Bookbinders as encourage that Petition,do not 
only injure the fair Traders, but will come{hort of 
their own Defign; for if Property be not fecur’d; 
no Body wilt print any Thing that is worthy or ca- 
pable of being pirated ; fo that the pirating Prin- 
ters, and their Confederate Bookbinders, will have 
iothing to do; whereas, if the Bill go on, for the 
Bneonrsgeinent of Writing and Printing, they may 
have a Share of the Trade with others; therefore I 
;, hope the Bill will pafs, fince the moft eminent of 
our Bookfellers are willing to fubmit to fuch Re- 
gulations, both as toPrices, Print, and Paper, and 
the Time how long their Property hall continue 
in their refpective Capies, as upon a fair Hearing 
- Parliament in their great Wifdom {hall fee 

feet. 

_Country-m. 1 hope fo too, Mafter, otherwife the 
Bookfellers, Printers, Stationers, and Binders Trade, 
upon which {fo many Familiesdepend, willbe quite 
ruind, Learning mult of Neceflity decay, and Ig- 
norance and Barbarity fucceed in its Place. There 
has nothing tended more to fupport our Religion 
and Liberty, and to increafe uieful Knowledge in 
all Arts and Sciences, -than the Freedom of the 
Prefs, which will be as effectually deftroy’d by lea- 
ving Mens Property open to Pirates, as by flavith 
Monopolies, or Licenfing, which formerly fthut 
up the Prefs from all, but the predominant Par- 


ty. 

Obf. You fay very well, Roger, and befides the 
Damage above-mention’d thet will accrue to the 
Publick, if Piracy be not prevented, abundance 
of Families will be undone, when the Property of 
Copies fettl'd ras Eftates on Marriages, and. other 
good Confiderations islaid open to Pirates. Ihope 
the Gentlemen of the Long Robe will have a pecu- 




















































fiar Regard to this, and ufe their Intereft to 
mote the Bill, {ince the great Sage of the Law 
Lord chief Juftice Coke, and many oihers of the Ee 
culty, left the Right of their Copies as Eftates a 
their poet 3 and I likewife hope that no Mem. 
ber of either Houfe will fuffer themfelves to be he 
posd upon, by a fallacious Pretext, that they i al 
have Books cheaper if the Bill be dropt, {ince th 
Booktellers, offer juch a reafonable Expedient + 
to the Settlement of the Prices ; befides, there’s no 
Gentleman of Senfe but knows that there’s y 4 
or 15 d. in a Crown Difference in binding and 
printing betwixt Books of the fame fort, which 
can't be reckon’d to be fav’d by purchating from 
Pirates, who having no Senfe of Honour or Hone. 
fty, nor any Thing elie 1n their View, but fordiq 
and unjuft Gain, print Books fo uncorreétly, and 
upon fuch nafty Paper, and old batter’d Letter, ang 
bind them fo flovenly, that they are neither laftine 
nor fit to be feen in.a Gentleman’s Clofet, by which 
if this vile Practice be not prevented, we fhall he- 
come a Scandal to other Nations, with the 
beft of whom we now vie in Printing, and exceed 
them all in Diftinctnefs, by a proper Ufe of Capi- 
tal Letters, and putting emphatical Words and 
Sentences in different Characters, But all this 
with our farther Improvements in Arts and Scicn- 
ces will be loft, if the Property of Authors and 
Bookiellers be not fecur'd by Law; for no Man 
will think it worth his while to write any Thing 
valuable, when others that have no Right to it, 
run ‘away with his Profit, and deprive him of the 
Fruit of his Labours. 

Coxniry-m. 1 hope, Mafter, we have faid enouch 
on this Subject. We muft talk next Time about 
the African-Vrade. 


pro- 





Advertifements. 
This Day is publifh’d, 

#8 The Earl of Terrington’s Speech to the Houfe of 
Commons in November 1690, occaficn’d by the Engage- 
ment at Sea on the joth of June that Year, between the 
Confederate and French Fleets: To which is prefix’d, a 
Draught of the Line of Battel, curioufly engraven on Cop- 
per. Pricer s. Sold by B. Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row. 

Ge Over the Paflage going into the Queen’s-Arms-Ty- 
vern on Lucgate-hill, is lately open’d a new Difpenfary b 
a Society of Phyficians, who have provided a fecrer Cabj- 
net ofthe beft Medicines adapted to all Difeafes, as particu- 
larly fpecify’d by their printed Bills, nor deliver’d in the 
Streets, like Pretenders, who boaft of performing Cures they 
never wider{tood the Caufes of, but diftributed to every 
iwelling Houfe, to inform the Publickof their Intentions: 
for whole Satisfaction and Benefit they have fettP’d the Pri- 
zes of their Advice and Medicines in each Cafe, that all 
oo ees and others may know their Charges before- 

land. 

SP Thettrue Progrefs of the Arms of the high Allies 
from their fitting down before Lifle, to the Siege of Mons; 
wherein is a fuller View ofthe Sieges of Lifle and 'Tournay, 
the Battels of Audenarde, Wynendale, from General Webbs 
own Memairs, and the glorious Viétory at Blagnies, near 

Mons, than has been hitherto made publick. To which is 
prefix’d, a Plan of the Country where the Sieges were, and 
the Battels foughr; with a general Lift of the kilrd and 
wounded at thofe Battels and Sieges. Sold by B. Bragge in 
Parer-Nofter-Row. Price 1s. 

Ruptures and Swellings in the Navel or Groin, in 
Men, Women, and Children, from their Birth to 60 Years 
of Age, cur’d; and Truffes of all Sorts, according to the 
Nature of rhe Ruprure, made by Andrew Boyd, over againtt 
the Black-Fryar in Water-Lane, Black-Fryars; where he, 
and his late Father-in-Law, Mr.Smirh, have praétis’d above 
40 Years, befides Experience in Scotland ; but could never 
be prevail’d on to publifh in this Manner’till now, that fo 
many Pretenders fet up who abufe Patients, ind pretend td 
make Spring-Truffes they know nothing of ; tne daid Mr. 
Smith having taught his Art of curing Ruprures, and ma- 
king Spring-Trufies, to none but his {uid Son-in-Law, Vr. 
Boyd, who makes thole Spring-Truffes fo, as they fuir the 
Motion of the Body, either riding on Horfe-back, er in a 
Coach, or at anyManner of Exercife, as the Patient plea- 
fes, who may icrew them up more or lefs, by Screws in 
the Pad, as Occafion requires; the like ef which no Man 
makes but himfelf. - 


Gentlemen, who have any Thing to communicate to 
the Author of this Paper, are defir’d to direét itro be left 
with B, Bragge in Payr-Nofter-Row, for the Obiervatcl, 





Poit pay’d. Where Acvertifements are taken in. 
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